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Ohio vote means competition for Hooslers

Casino gaming is coming
to Ohio.

Voters in the Buckeye
State this month approved a
plan to build casinos in Cin-
cinnati, Columbus, Cleveland,
and Toledo, making Ohio the
13" state in America to legal-
ize casino gaming. The meas
ure, which was the fifth gam-

ing initiative put to Ohio vot-

ers in the past several years, TIlE
finally passed, by a vote of 1. 8| e
million in favor to 1.4 million
against.
AThe voters
Ohio Governor Ted Strickland
said in a sta
leaders and legislators must
now implement the constitu-
tional amendment, while mak-
ing sure it benefits the people are expected to have an effect
of this state and puts more on neighboring states like
Ohi oans t o wor lkdiaga as well.
Proponents of the meas- Currently,
ure, including Argosy Casino nos pay more than $900 mil-
owner Penn National Gam-  lion in state and local taxes
ing, have said the casinos will annually. Based on a report
create 34,000 jobs, bring issued by the Indiana Legisla-
$200 million in licensing fees tive Services Agency, compe-
and generate an estimated tition from new casinos in
$651 million annually in Ohio are likely to take a $100
revenue. million-plus bite out of those
Of course, the new casinos tax revenues.

Kentucky shou

I n the wake a@énsarego-
cision to allow casinos in four ing to reap
cities, Kent ucthetbénefitsg
Steve Beshear issued a state- of thousands
ment encour agi ofigewfobss
constituents to take similar and millions
action. of dollars in

ACl earl y, thd atxi me
expanded gami ng Beéskearn
Beshear told the Louisville who has been
Courier-Journal i Oh i o awocat proponent of casino

shcandt

The three casinos located
in southeastern IndiariaHol-
lywood Casino in Lawrence-

| rburd, @rand Gictoriac Gasino -

in Rising Sun and Belterra
Casino near Vevaly all are
expected to take the hardest
hit from a casino in nearby
Cincinnati; according to the
report, they could lose as
much as 38 percent of their
admissions and $260 million

in annual revenue. Thatwoulds i gni fi cant

|l ow Ohi

|l d f ol

gaming since before his elec-

tionT it was a lynchpin issue
in his 2006 campaigh said in
a statement that Kentuckians
afford
|l ongero to
ing into their state, and that
there would be immediate
benefits to doing so.
Already, Kentucky has
legalized gambling on state

bri

be about a $93 million hit to
state tax revenue.

Hoosier Park Casino also
is expected to feel the compe-
tition, with a Toledo casino
taking as much as $9 million
from what Hoosier Park annu-
ally pays in taxes.

Ailtés a big
Smith, president of the Casino
Association of Indiana, told
theAssociated Press il t 6 s
hit . «

hit

o)

lottery, bingo, and horse rac-
ing. But Beshear has been a
vocal advocate of adding gam-
ing options such as casinos or
\tideo ganaing machkineyat
hoige racmgptiacks g a m-

An expanded gaming
measure passed the Kentucky
House of Representatives ear-
lier this year, before dying in
the state Senate.
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Competition is now
on its way

Ohi o0b6s vot d
ken.

As you likely saw on
Page 1 of Indih
ana Casino Gaming News
casino gaming is coming t¢
the Buckeye State. On No
vember 3, Ohio voters ap-
proved a measure to allo
casinos in Cincinnati, Co-
lumbus, Cleveland, and
Toledo. The proximity to
our casinos will, of course, create new competition
particularly for those properties near Cincinnati,
where a new casino could have a significant impact
their business.

But that doesndt have

The casinos built in Ohio will be big. They will be
bright, shiny, and newwhich will, of course, make
them attractive when they open (possibly as soon as
2012).

Since casino gaming first came to Indiana in 199
our properties have worked diligently to stay on the
cutting edge of the gaming industry. As a result, Indi
ana casinos provide a toptch experience. Now is
the time to make that experience even better.

Now is the time for Indiana to take its casino ex-
periences to the next level. And it is in the best inter
est of our state to partner with its casinos to make th
a reality; after all, with more than $900 million in tax
revenue paid by our casinos, the state of Indiana ha
as much stake in the success of its casinos as anyol

That 6s why now is the
many of the economic tools available to other busi-
nessesDoing so will attract additionadapital for our
properties thus allowing investment in amenities thai
are marginal at todayos
additional competition,
with its casinos and to work together to make them
bigger, better, more diverse entertainment destina-

t

A=Al

tions.

I f we dondAndwhenthathamens;i | |

we all lose.

- Mike SmitHPresident
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Around the State

Aztar keeping Evansville beautiful

Since opening in 1995, Casino The Business Landscape Award

0 Azth@hBsReRdived countless honoris given each year to an Evansville
from the Evansville community. busi ness to honor
Last mont h, | ndieathusiadm forflandscape mainter e r |
casino added anewawardtoitstra@aance. 06 After rece
phy casé this time, in honor of its Aztar officials noted that the award
aesthetics. On Oct. 14, the propertys yet another demonstration to both
collected the 2009 Business Land- local residents and visitors of the
scape Award at the annual Keep pride the property has in its River
Evansville Beautiful luncheon. City community.

Indiana Live! enters cancer battle

Indiana Live! jumped into the The Trot for the Cure, which
battle against cancer last month, includes a fivekilometer run/walk
. taking part in the fourth annual Kayfor participants of all ages, is a fund
' Rbbertd Mem&ihl Yr6t fof tﬁb?:uré?rﬁ‘is%r'foﬁp tHe>American Cancer
at Indiana Downs. Society, specifically aimed at rais-
Richard Kline, general manageting moey toward finding a cure for
of Indiana Live!, was among 54  breast cancer. It has grown each
U rticifafity ih thed em,ehggld in  yW4r &ile itk iAckption in October
I 1hohsr oflthe Bifner bx@dutivd drétdogsn @ t o ‘partner
tor of the Indiana Harness Associa- The fundraising total from this
tion. Roberts died April 30, 2007, 0y ear 6 s event was n
breast cancer. press time.

Admission and Wagering Taxes

Admi ssion Tax, Octbober 6019192
Wagering Tax, Oct dber G30492,301
Admission Tax, Fiscal YTD $ 28,009,519
Wagering Tax, Fiscal YTD $ 211,354,287

Total Admission and Wagering Tax $ 239,363,806
Total Paid Since Inception $ 8,142,291,586

*Fiscal Year Defined as July 1 to June 30
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Hoosier
Park
Casino
has
created
new jobs
and a
burst in
tourism
boost
since
opening

Hoosier Park good for tourism

Tourism in Anderson and Employment was the other

November 2009

Belterra security head
honored for his work

He sings; he plays the
guitar. He 0 ¢
Michael Jackson multiple
ti mes, and |
down gangbangers at gul
pointo in L

And now, h
River Timederson of the
Month.

Ken Bennett, the Bel- [§
terra Casi nd{¥
rector of security, earned
that distinction last mont
for his participation in a
variety of community activities. Since moving to

Madison County, Ind., has area where Hoosier Park cre-
spiked since the opening of the ated a significant impact. In
Hoosier Park Casino, according 2008, Madison County saw an
to a recent study. increase in local jobs in the
Results of the study, ordered tourism industry. Overall, 3,710

in July by the Anderson/ jobs in the county were part of
Madison County Visitors and  the tourism industry in 2008
Convention Bureau, found that an increase of 1,140.

Florence, Ind., three years ago to take the job at
Belterra, Bennett has become wietlown in Swit-
zerland County for his work at the casino, his per-
formances in plays at the Hoosier Theater, and for
his work in the community.

But his favorite thing about his job? Doing good
for his fellow Hoosiers.

the area saw a $61 million in- But the largest impact re- _n S_O me t~| mes, in this line

crease in direct expenditures  mained the financial impact, as RiverTimes fyou ge t to help s

from tourism in 2008. Of that  the increase in direct tourism need s L. T hatos th € best

$61 million, approximately $55 spending had additional effects Be'nnetfﬂ who Sf"“d .h's proudgst accompllsh-

million was attributed to the T including about a 22 percent ment is being thg flrSt in his family to achieve a

opening of the Hoosier Park increase in tax revenues. b a ¢ hel 0 1l gasne o Baj;errra aiter 20 years

Casino. According to Graham, that working security at casinos in phe western Unltgd
AiThe i mpact o iflutodtaxsevenue has pro- States. Before that, _he spent time in the U.S. Air

Park on Ander s ovidedatmut & %2 10O FOI’SGT and even a little time on ranches.

Greg Graham, chair of Ander- month boost to the city of NAs a kid, . co wb~o yed, v

sonbés Board of ARdersoni ¢ Wor ks, runntng cattizN/eeT,mteshreItloqndg(

told theHerald-Bulletinn.  iNot AAnd of cour sg JdPdmecanot make a |1iwvi

bu

L Pudy o
= é% he went into the casino industry, where he
r‘had his own share of adventures. When asked about

Lag§os%ariest experience h

told theHeraldBu | | ehei n,
rocutyeand (other) cities benefit

only do they employ close to
1,000 peoplét hey dv e
Ander son a destfirmar itchre. & mpact |,

taken down fisome gang
Vegas; 0 when asked about
rity, he named Michael Ja
TWO Majestic Stars Shine to deal with him six or seven times in Vegas, and
I dm not a fan. o
A pair of Majes-  service provided by When heds not working se

River TimedPerson of the Month is an avid golfer,
loves playing the guitar, singing, and spending time
with his wife, Valarie, his son, stepdaughter, and
two grandchildren.

tic Star team mem-  front-line employ-
bers represented the ees. A total of 90
property last month nominations were
at the annual Recog- submitted; Laura
nition of Service Jovanovich and
Excellence Maryam Keshavarz,
(R.O.S.E.) Awards. both of Majestic
The event,hosted St ar 6s Tabl e
by the South Shore department, were
Convention and listed among the
Visitors Authority, finalists, with Jo-
recognizes out- vanovich winning
standing customer  one of 12 awards.

Games



